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that, of the children who managed to survive and to grow up,
and who were not the victims of downright neglect, a high pro-
portion were the victims of downright ignorance. A mother's
natural affection, or a nurse's fondness, was implicitly held to
compensate for ignorance of a child's true needs, physical as
well as mental. All this is now changing in the most highly
civilized communities.
The new-born child enters the world with a wail which a
pessimistic philosopher has called a cry of wrath at the cata-
strophe of birth. He is a limp little object but he has in him the
promise and potency of bodily control. "In four months he
holds his head erect; in nine he sits erect; in eighteen he walks
with a skill which is distinctively human. Hopping, skipping,
jumping, standing on one leg, dancing, perhaps even pirouet-
ting, may all come before the school age,"1 and his growing
manual dexterity, which later on will form the basis of writing
and drawing, meantime forms the basis of much of his play.
Similarly, his primitive babbling and cooing, along with his
imitative impulse, result in his earliest attempts to talk. And
alongside these changes that meet the observer's eye or ear,
there proceeds, or should proceed, an inner and a more subtle
change in the direction of self-control. The pre-school child
begins, or should begin, to learn that in this world we cannot
do as we like without sometimes suffering dire consequences.
The psychologists (with more or less academic differences
among themselves) credit the child with an imposing array of
instincts, the unimpeded operation of which would never do.
The child has to learn betimes that his freedom is limited by the
right of others to an equal freedom. Happy is the child who
learns these things under wise and understanding guidance.
The nineteenth century has been called the age of the child.
Eighteenth-century folk seem commonly to have regarded
childhood as one of Nature's blunders—a time of life to be got
1 A. Gesell, op. cit., p. 210. Dr. Gesell is an American, and in
America the school age is six.

